
Dimensions of Identity: RED
People Born with Red Hair

I want to find out how other people feel that being a red head, a ginger, a carrot-top ,has 
affected their experience of the world. A few of the basic questions I would like to talk about are 
how much being a red head has affected how you think you are perceived and how/whether this 
has affected your experience in the world.  What are the good things about having red hair? 
What are the drawbacks? Has it formed a significant part of your identity? While I will not 
include people who have dyed their hair red (red heads by choice), I would like to include 
people whose hair has gone grey, faded or fallen out and are no longer obvious red heads but 
who were at one time. 

Participation and Procedure

If you or someone you know was born with red hair and would like to participate in this project, 
please contact me for an initial discussion and to arrange a time for me to create the video 
portrait. The session will likely be about 30 minutes to 2 hours, including set-up and warm up.

Questions

For each category I have a standard list of questions that I ask. I would like you to come without 
knowing all of the questions. We will go over the questions together before we begin recording, 
but its important to me that the conversation is a spontaneous as possible. In the introduction I 
list a few basic questions—but I will follow up with other questions when we meet. Below are 
brief summaries of each category including some of the key questions I want to explore. This 
should give you an idea and some things to start thinking about. We will go over all the 
questions before we record.

Recording

All the videos are shot on a DSLR in front of a black backdrop. It is a streamlined and simple 
production with just me and on occasion, an assistant. If we shoot on location it will be 
necessary to have a quiet place with a decent amount of natural light. When we meet we will go 
over the questions before we start recording. I will ask you to look at me through the camera as 
we talk. I will be shooting with a Canon 5D or a Sony RX1, both of which render detail and color 
very clearly. You may wish to wear make-up, that is totally up to you. I want you to be as 
comfortable and yourself as possible. 

Location

Subjects can come to my studio in Sharon, Massachusetts or I can arrange to meet in a location 
of your choice.  Depending on circumstances I am willing to travel throughout New England and 
down to the New York City area. I regularly travel to other parts of the country, so if you are 



interested but live far from Boston, please contact me to see if we could possibly meet. I 
encourage anyone with interest in this project to reach out to me to see if we can make it work. 
In particular I often visit Michigan, Norway and Arizona. Let me know when you have time and if 
you cannot come to Sharon where we could meet and record. Please put RED in the header 
and explain which category/categories you fall into.

Extra Material

If you have family photos that you think are fun, funny, poignant or illustrate the ways in which 
red hair stands out and you are comfortable sharing them, I would love to have high res scans 
of them for Instagram and still image material that I intend to use in the project. I hope to create 
an archive and have an accompanying book of vernacular photos from growing up with red hair.


